An ORDINANCE for the GovERNMENT of the TERRITO-
rY of the UNITED STATEs, North-Weft of the RIvEr

OHi1o. -

F. IT ORDAINED by the United States in Congrefs affembled, Thatthe fuid tervitory, for the purpoles of tempoa
B rary goverament, be one diltrict; fubject, however, to be divided into two diftritts, as future circumitances may,
ia the opinion of Congrefs, makeit ient.

B2 it ordaioed by the authority %id, That theeftates both of refident and non-refident proprietors in the faid ter-
vitory, dying iotettare, fhall defcend 10, and be diftributed among their children, and the defcendants of a deceafed child
fin equal parts § the d:fccadants of a d fed child or grand=child, to takethe fhare of their decealed parent in parts
amoug them : And where there thall be zo children or defcendants, thenin equal parts to the next of kin, in equal degree 3
and amang collaterals, the childrea of a_deceafed brother os fifter of theinteftate, fhall have in equal parts among them
their deceafed parents fhare and there thall in no cafe be a diflin@tion betwsen kindred of the whole and half blood ; fa-
viug in all cales to ths widow of the inteRate, her third rm-uftbe real eftaze for life,and oae third part of the perfonal
ellate; and this law relative to defcents and dower, fhall remain in full force until altered by the Iegiflature of the dif-
wid, Acd uotil the governor and judges fhall adopt laws as herein after meationed, eftates in the faid territory
may be devifed or bequeathed by wills in writing, figned and fealed by him or her, in whom the eRate may be, (bm
of tull age) and arsfed by three witnelles ; — and real eRates may be con by leafc and relesle, or bargain &
fale, figned, faled, and delivered by the tg:rfnn being of full age, in whom the eftate may be, and attcfled by two wit~
nefls, provided fuch wills be duly proved, and fuch conveyances be acknowledged, or execution thereof duly pro~
wved, and be recorded within one year after proper magiftrates, courrs, and regifters fhall be a%‘:imed for that purpofes
and perfonal property may be transforred by delivery, faving, however, to the French and adian inhabitants, and
osher fettlers of the Kaskaskies, Saint Viacent’s, aad the neighbouring villages, who have heretofore profefied themfelves
citizans of Virginia, their laws and cuftoms now in force among them, relative to the defcent and conveyance of pro-

pag:yk ordained by the authority afora{aid, That there fhall be appointed fromtime to time, by C:;;nf-, 2 governon,
whole commillion fhall continue in force for the termof three years, unlefs fooner revoked by Congrefs; he fhall refide
in'the diftrict, aud have a frechold cftare therein, in one thoufand acres of land, while in the exercife of his office.

There thall be appointed from time o time, by Congrefs, a fecretary, whofe commiffion thall continue in force for
Four years, unlzfs [ooner revoked, he fhall refide in the diftri, and have a freehold eftate therein, in five hundred acres
of land, whils in the exercife-of his office; it fhall be his duty to keep and preferve the ads and laws pafled by the le-
gillature, and the public records of the diftri&, and the proceedings of the governor in his executive cepartment ; and
tranfmit authentic copies of fuch aés and proceedings, every fix months, to the fecretary of Congrefs : There fhall al-
Yo be appointed a court to confift of three judges, any two of whom to form a court, who fhall have a common law ju-
sifdiction, and refids in the diftri@, and have each therein a frechold eftate in five hundred acres of land, while in the
exarcile of their offices ; and their commiffions fhall continue in force during good behaviour.

The governor and judges, or a majority of them, fhall adopt and publig in the diftri&, fuch laws of the originel
flates, criminal and civil, as may be neceffary, and beft fuited to the circumfances of the diftri&, and report them to
Congrafs, from time to time, which laws fhall be in force in the diftrict until the organization of the eral affembl
thorein, unl:fsdifapproved of by Congrefls ; but afterwards the legiflature fhall haveauthority o alter them as they
think fit.

The governor for the time being, fhall be commander in chiefof the militia, appoint and commiffion all officers in the
fame, below th: rank of general officers ; all general officers fhall be appeinted and commiffioned by refls.

Pravious to the organization of the general affembly, the governor thall appoint fuch magiftrates and civil of«
ficers, in each county or townthip, as hefhall find necefiary for the prefervation of the peace and good order in the fame *

. Afer the general aflembly fhall be organized, the powers and duriesof magiftrares and other civil officers fhall be regu-
Jared and defined by the {1id affembly ; but all magifirares and other civil officers, not herein otherwife directed, fhall,
«during the contisuance of this temporary gov , be appointed by the governon

For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to beadopted or made (hall have force in all parts of the diftri&, and
for the excution of procefs, criminal and civil, the governur fhall make proper divifions thereof—and he fhall proceed
from time to time, as circumflances may require, to lay outthe parts of the diftriltin which the Iadian ritles thall have

2=n extinguifhed, into counties and townthips, fubjedt, however, to fuch alterations as may thereafter be made by the
legiflature.

tho foon asthere thallbe five thoufand free male inhabitants, of full age, in the diftri&, upon giving proof thereof
> the governor, they fhall receive authority, with time and place, 1o ele& mﬁ:cfenwins from their counties or town~
fhips, to reprefent themin the general alfembly ; provided that for every five hundred free male inhabitants there fhall
beone reprafentative, and foon progreﬁj_uly withthe number of free male inhabitants, thall the right of reprefentation
increaflie, until the number of repref¢ ves fhall int totwenty-five, after which the number and proportion of rc<

relantatives thall bz regulated by t%\eieglﬂum 3 provided that no perfon be eligible or qualified 1o a& asa repre-

entative, unlefshe thall havebeen a citizen of oneof the United States three years and be a refident in the diftria, or
urlefs he fhall have refided in the diftri& three years, and in either cafe fhall likewife hold in bis own right, in fee fim~

le, two hundred acres of land within the fame :~—Provided alfo, that a frechold ia fifry acres of land in the diftria,
ﬁnv‘ng licen a citizzn of one of the flates, and being refident in rhe diftriét ; or the like frechold and two years refie
dence in the diftri&t thall beneceffary 1o x}mbfy aman gs an ele@or of a reprefentative.

The reprelentatives thus ele@ed, fhall ferve for the term of two years, and in cafe of the death of a reprefentative,
or r2moval from office, ths governor fhall iffue a writ 1o the couaty or townthip for which hevuam:ga, to clet |
mherinhisﬁi‘od, tofm&rmﬁmﬂ%m .

The g>neral affembly, or legiflarure, con! governor, legiflative council, and 2 houfe of reprefen-arives.
The leggﬁnive council fhall coafift of five members, to continue in office five years, unlefls fooner :mov:t?;y Loogrefs,
any three of whom to be a quorum, and the members of the council fhall be nominated and appointed in the follcwing

manner, to wit: As foon as reprefentatives fhall be eleed, the r thall t & time and for them to
meet together, and, when met, they fhall nominate ten perfons, inthe diftn&, and each ed of a frecheld
in five hundred acres of land, ndmn‘urm?-\&ngrds; five of whom Congrefs fhall int and commiflicn

20 frve as aforefaid; snd whesens s vacancy fhilll 9pen in the council, by death or removal office, the houfe
of reprefeatatives thall nominate two perfons, quahied as aforefaid, for each vacancy, and retum thei 5

grefs; one of whom Congrefs fhall appoint and commiffion for the refidueof th= term; and every five years, four months
at lealt bzfor: the expiration of the rime of fervice of the members of council, the faid houle fhall nominate ten perfors,
qualified as aforefaid, aad return theic names to Congrefs, five of whom Congrefs thall appoint and o 10 fores
s m2mb:rs of the councl five years, ualels fooner zemoved.  And the governor, Jegillative council, and houfc of re=

The Northwest Ordinance (1787)

A milestone in the development of the American way of life, the Northwest Ordinance was passed by the
Congress of the Confederation on July 13, 1787. It not only provided for the government of the Northwest
Territory but extended to its inhabitants such individual liberties as freedom of religion and trial by jury and

established the pattern for the admission of new States to the Union.
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